
ECONOMY 

Al though  economic a c t i v i t y  i n  a r u r a l  town i s  
n e c e s s a r i l y  l i m i t e d ,  t h e  out look f o r  Dryden i s  promising 
and the  f a c t o r s  determining i t s  f u t u r e  growth and devel- 
opment are c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  economy of t he  region.  
The n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  of economic a c t i v i t i e s  u l t i m a t e l y  
determine t h e  amount of  land needed f o r  va r ious  uses  and 
t h e r e f o r e  d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  phys ica l  p a t t e r n  of  t he  
town. 

The b r i e f  h i s t o r i c a l  account of t he  a r e a  presented 
ear l ie r  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  Dryden‘s e a r l y  pros- 
p e r i t y  i n  the  sawmill i n d u s t r y  diminished and l a r g e l y  
disappeared a long  w i t h  t h e  pine s t a n d s  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  
sys t a ined  it. A f t e r  t h e  h i l l s  were c l e a r e d  of t imber 
the  way was open f o r  t he  development of a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  o r i e n t e d  i n d u s t r i e s .  

The Depression of 1873 d i d  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  the 
economy of Dryden b u t ,  between 1885 and 1900, t he  i n d u s t r i e s  
i n  t h e  town reached a c r i t i c a l  s t a g e .  Another dep res s ion  
i n  1893 r e s u l t e d  i n  the  d e c l i n e  of s e v e r a l  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s  
i n  t h e  town, i nc lud ing  a woolen m i l l  and t h e  tannery,  due 
t o  competi t ion from l a r g e r  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s .  The g r i s t  
m i l l  a l s o  c losed  du r ing  t h i s  per iod b u t  a milk-processing 
p l a n t  w a s  opened as a r e s u l t  of a s h i f t  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
i n t e r e s t  t o  da i ry ing .  

The per iod from 1920 t o  1926 was marked by t h e  absence 
of i n d u s t r i a l  growth w i t h  the except ion of t h e  milk p l a n t  
and a s t o n e  q ~ a r r y . ~  As r a i l r o a d s  spread and markets ex- 
panded the  Dryden i n d u s t r i e s  were unable t o  compete wi th  

Kensler,  Gladys M . ,  “A Soc io log ica l  Analysis  of t h e  V i l l a g e  
3 

of Dryden wi th  an H i s t o r i c a l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , ”  Cornel l  
Un ive r s i ty ,  1926. 
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the  l a r g e r  towns and c i t i e s  of t h e  region. Local i n d u s t r i e s  
continued t o  do a good business  f o r  a decade a f t e r  the r a i l -  
road was completed b u t  t h e  growing network of r a i l  systems 
coupled with the  development of the  telephone and o ther  com- 
munications sys  tems enlarged the  town's a r e a  of competit ion.  
The i n d u s t r i e s  remained f o r  a few years  a f t e r  l o c a l  markets 
were no longer la rge  enough t o  support  them but  could not  
cont inue long without  s t r o n g  l o c a l  markets. An i n d u s t r i a l  
d e c l i n e  w a s  i n e v i t a b l e .  

I n  the  p a s t ,  Dryden was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of a r u r a l  
farm-oriented town. 
however, with a new d i r e c t i o n  toward a r u r a l  non-farm mode 
of l i v i n g .  Many r e s i d e n t s  of the  town p r e f e r  t o  l i v e  i n  
Dryden even though they work i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  of Tompkins 
County, p r imar i ly  the  City of I t h a c a ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  Dryden 
is  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a n  expor te r  of labor  t o ,  and a n  importer 
of goods and s e r v i c e s  from, the  I thaca  urban area .  The 
following t a b l e  i l l u s t r a t e s  commuting p a t t e r n s  from Dryden 
t o  work c e n t e r s  i n  Tompkins and o t h e r  count ies :  

This o r i e n t a t i o n  has been diminishing, 

Table 13: Commutation P a t t e r n s  f o r  Dryden Residents 

Number 4 20 16 2312 5 117 4 23 160 2661 

Source: U. S. Census, 1960. Unpublished Data, New York 
S t a t e  Department of C o e r c e ,  Albany, New York. 
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Income a n  d Employment 

Two major i n d i c a t o r s  of  economic a c t i v i t y  a r e  sources  
and l e v e l s  of  income and employment. Table 14 shows the  
percentage of f a m i l i e s  i n  Dryden which f a l l  i n t o  va r ious  
income c a t e g o r i e s .  Table 14 a l s o  inc ludes  income d a t a  f o r  
r u r a l  New York s ta te ,  r u r a l  Tompkins County and the  towns 
of I t h a c a ,  Groton, Lansing and Ulysses so t h a t  a broad 
comparison of  Dryden's income c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  can  be made. 

I n  t h e  lower income c a t e g o r i e s  ($0 - $3,999) Dryden 
has a h ighe r  percentage of f a m i l i e s  than Ulysses,  the town 
of I t h a c a  o r  r u r a l  Tompkins County b u t  a lower percentage 
than r u r a l  New York S t a t e  and the  towns of Groton and Lansing. 
I n  t h e  income c a t e g o r i e s  over  $9,000 Dryden has  a h ighe r  
percentage of f a m i l i e s  than the town of  Groton, a somewhat 
lower percentage than r u r a l  Tompkins County o r  t h e  towns 
of  Lansing and Ulysses and considerably lower than t h e  town 
of I t h a c a ,  which inc ludes  the Village of  Cayuga Heights. 

More r e c e n t  income f i g u r e s  i n d i c a t e  a dec reas ing  per- 
centage of  f a m i l i e s  i n  the  lower income groups and a 
r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  of f a m i l i e s  ea rn ing  over  $9,000 p e r  year .  
(Source: C i t i z e n s  Quest ionnaire ,  Appendix A). This  t r end  
i s  i n d i c a t i v e  of  t he  i n c r e a s i n g  number of u n i v e r s i t y -  
connected high wage e a r n e r s  moving i n t o  Dryden (see Pop- 
u l a t i o n  Report)  and can a l s o  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  some e x t e n t  
t o  a l a r g e  number of  working wives. I n  Dryden, 74.9 
percent  of t he  female l abor  fo rce  i s  composed of married 
women while  i n  Tompkins County as a whole t h i s  f i g u r e  drops 
t o  69.6 pe rcen t .  Table 15 i l l u s t r a t e s  apparent  changes i n  
income of f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  i n  Dryden as i n d i c a t e d  i n  the  
Quest ionnaire .  While the  r e s u l t s  of t he  Quest ionnaire  are 
not conc lus ive ,  they are c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t r ends  i n  t h e  
I t h a c a  urban area. 

A f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t o r  of Dryden's place i n  the  r e g i o n a l  
economy can be  found by examining employment da t a .  
16 and Figure 6 show t h a t  i n  1960, 10.9 percent  of t h e  em- 
ployed l abor  f o r c e  i n  Dryden worked i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
15.2 percent  worked i n  manufacturing. The importance of 

Table 
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TABLE 14: Family Income i n  Dryden and Comparable Areae, 1959 

Rural * 
Dryden Dryden N.Y. Rural T a p .  Co. I thaca (T)** Groton Lansing Ulysses 
# Fam, a s  a X as  a 9: a s  a X a s  a 51 a s a X  a s a X  a s a X  

No. of Families 1,847 1,847 602,335 8,645 1,637 1,150 98 7 1,073 

Under $1,000 67 3.6 4.2 3.7 2.7 3.5 5.2 2.6 
$1,000-$1,999 83 4.5 5.7 3.9 3.5 3.8 2.7 3.2 
$2,000- $2,999 119 6.4 7.6 6.9 4.3 8.1 6.6 6.0 
$3,000-$3,999 161 8.7 9.7 7.9 5.2 8.3 9.6 6.6 

$4,000- $4,999 218 11.8 12.4 13.0 11.7 18.5 11.9 12.2 

$7,000-$7,999 220 11.9 9.2 10.9 10.9 7.9 9.7 10.0 
$8 8 000- $8,999 146 7.9 6.9 7.5 8.8 7 .1  6.2 7.4 

00 P $5,000-$5,999 252 13.6 13.6 13.7 12.2 13.0 11.1 16.8 
$6,000-$6,999 228 12.3 11.5 12.5 7.5 13.0 15.6 14.8 

$9,000- $9,999 90 4.9 5.0 5.6 7.6 5.1 6.1 6.3 
$10,000-$14,999 215 11.7 10.2 11.9 19.5 9.6 13.7 8.9 
$15,000-$24,999 44 2.4 3.0 3.0 5.1 1.6 .8 5.2 
$25,000 C over 4 .2 1.0 .4 1.0 .3 .8 0 

Median Income $6,103 $5,772 $6,071 $7,269 $5,604 $6,185 $6,179 

* 
Jnk Tompkins County l e s s  the City of I thaca and Village of Cayuga Heights. 

Includes t h e  Village of Cayuga Heights. 

Source: U. S. Census, Special  Table PH-3, 1960. 



TABLE 15: Family Income by Percentage a s  Reported i n  t h e  C i t i z e n  Quest ionnaire  
and the  1960 Census 

Percentage of Families 
Quest ionnaire  

Family Income Responses 1960 Census 

Under $1,000 2.5 . 3.7 

$1 , 000-$3,999 11.4 19.7 

$4,000-$5,999 13.3 25.4 

$6,000-$8,999 24.9 32.0 

$9,000-$15,000 28.8 16.6 

Over $15,000 12.5 2.6 

Undefined 6.6 --- 

- 
100.0 100.0 

Sources: C i t i z e n  Quest ionnaire ,  A p r i l  1966. (See Appendix) 
U. S. Census Spec ia l  Table PH-3, 1960. 

NOTE: The l a r g e  discrepancy between t h e  Quest ionnaire  responses and Census d a t a  
may not  be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and may r e f l e c t  a sampling e r r o r  i n  the  
Questionnaire.  



TABLE 16: Employed Persons, 14 Years Old and Over, By Broad Industry Groups, 1960 

No. as a X No. as a X 

Total Employed 2,755 100.0 2,535 100.0 

No. as a X 

1,613 100.0 

Agricul ture  299 
Manufacturing 42 0 
Educational & 

Prof. Services 909 
Mining 47 
Construction 154 
Railroad & Railway 

Express Services 11 
Other Transportation 36 
CoIIppun., U t i l . ,  San. 

Services 81 
Wholesale, Trade 51 
EatingIDrinking Places 47 
Other Reta i l  Trade 249 
Business & Repair Ser. 95 
Pr iva te  Households 29 
Other Personal Services 7 1  
Hospitals 8 
Public Administration 68 
Other ( inc l .  not reported) 180 

38 2.4 
42 2.6 
40 2.5 

168 10.4 
79 4.9 
48 3.0 
44 2.7 
48 3.0 
96 5.9 

~ 61 3.8 

10.9 
15.2 

33.0 
1 .7  
5.6 

.4 
1.3 

2.9 
1.9 
1.7 
9.0 
3.4 
1.1 
2.6 

.3 
2.5 
6.5 

116 
3 14 

1,007 
0 

126 

0 
16 

80 
70 
23 

217 
55 
59 
29 

117 
93 

213 

4.6. 
12.4 

39.7 
0 
5.0 

0 
.6 

3.2 
2.8 

.9 
8.6 
2.2 
2.3 
1.1 
4.6 
3.6 
8.4 

193 12.0 
283 17.5 

349 21.6 
8 .5 

88 5.5 

0 0  
28 1 .7  

LANSING 
NO. as  a X I  
1,594 100..0 ~ 

156 9.8 
317 19.9 

308 19.3 
83 ' 5.2 
95 6.0 

0 0  
40 2.5 

50 3.1 
8 .5 

30 1.8 
112 7.0 
111 7.0 
51 3.2 
36 2.3 
8 .5 

43 2.7 
146 9.2 

GROTON 
No. as a X 

1,614 100.0 

146 9.0 
828 51.3 

151 9.4 
24 1.5 
96 5.9 

0 0  
4 .2  

32 2.0 
16 1.0 
31 2.0 
75 4.6 
24 1.5 
38 2.4 
41 2.5 
11 .7 
29 1.8 
68 4.2 

* 
Includes the Village of Cayuga Heights. 

Source: U. S .  Census Special  Table PH-4, 1960. 
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Cornel l  Un ive r s i ty  a s  an employer of Dryden r e s i d e n t s  i s  
ev iden t  by the high percentage (33 pe rcen t )  of persons en- 
gaged i n  the p rov i s ion  of  educa t iona l  and p ro fes s iona l  
s e r v i c e s .  I n  comparison with o t h e r  towns i n  the northern 
p o r t i o n  of Tompkins County, Dryden and I t h a c a  have a 
r e l a t i v e l y  high percentage of workers i n  educa t iona l  and 
p ro fes s iona l  s e r v i c e s .  This  is  f u r t h e r  supported by the  
r e s u l t s  of t he  Quest ionnaire  i n  which 60 percent  of  the 
respondents l i s t e d  I t h a c a  a s  t h e i r  place of employment, 
h a l f  of which s p e c i f i e d  Cornel l  as t h e i r  employer. 

Respondents t o  the Quest ionnaire  a l s o  ind ica t ed  a 
preference f o r  o t h e r  j ob  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  I t h a c a  
as shown by the fol lowing t ab le :  

TABLE 17: Place of Employment of  Sampled Dryden Residents 
LI 

d 
d 

2 
LI 
0 
V 

G 
4 a cu 
al 
(0 
LI 
B 

U 
m 

d 
0 
0 

cn 
-5 

U 
3 
0 
0 

LI 
al 

0 
5 

d 
a 
U 
0 
t-c 

No. of  
Responses 204 18 18 8 5 5 1 1 20 7 1 7  3 42 15 18 138 520 

Source: Cf t i z e n s  Quest ionnaire .  

Other important employment c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  Dryden res- 
i d e n t s  are r e t a i l  t r a d e  (10.7 pe rcen t )  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  
(5.6 pe rcen t ) ,  a p a t t e r n  which i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with o t h e r  
towns i n  the  no r the rn  p a r t  of t he  county. The towns of  
Ulysses and Lansing have s l i g h t l y  h ighe r  percentages of 
persons employed i n  manufacturing than does Dryden while  
t he  town of Groton has over  50 pe rcen t  of i t s  employed 
labor  f o r c e  engaged i n  manufacturing a c t i v i t i e s .  
t ras t ,  Groton has  a much lower percentage of employment i n  
educa t iona l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  services than Dryden, ULysses, 

I n  con- 
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o r  Lansing (see Figure 6) .  

Another grouping of  the Dryden l abor  fo rce  i s  shown 
i n  Figure 7. Three occupat ion groups - P r o f e s s i o n a l  and 
Technical Workers, Craftsmen and Foremen, and Operat ives  - 
account f o r  56 percent  of a l l  male employment i n  Dryden. 
Clerical and Kindred Workers i s  the  most popular occupation 
group f o r  women wi th  314 holding jobs of t h i s  type. A 
s u b s t a n t i a l  number of  women are a l s o  employed as  p ro fes s iona l  
or t e c h n i c a l  workers and as o p e r a t i v e s  which may h e l p  t o  
e x p l a i n  r i s i n g  family incomes i n  the  town and a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  
t he  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  of Cornel l  Un ive r s i ty  as a n  employer 
of  female l abor .  

T o  f a c i l i t a t e  the a n a l y s i s  of ques t ionna i r e  r e t u r n s  
Dryden w a s  divided i n t o  sub-areas shown on the accompanying 
map. Responses t o  the  Quest ionnaire  showed t h a t  51.2 
percent  of those who s a i d  they work i n  I t h a c a  l i v e  i n  sub- 
areas 5, 6,  7 and the  v i l l a g e  of Dryden. Sub-areas 6 and 7 
and the  v i l l a g e  of  Dryden accounted f o r  51.2 pe rcen t  of a l l  
respondents who s a i d  they worked o u t s i d e  Dryden and I t h a c a  
b u t  i n  o t h e r  p l aces  i n  Tompkins County. Of those who s a i d  
they were employed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  Dryden 34.6 percent  
l i v e  i n  the v i l l a g e  and ano the r  30 percent  l i v e  i n  sub-areas- 
2 ,  5 and 7. Th i r ty -n ine  percent  of the persons r e p o r t i n g  
employment i n  Cortland l i v e  i n  the  v i l l a g e  of Dryden and 
a n  a d d i t i o n a l  22.2 pe rcen t  l i v e  i n s u b - a r e a s 7  and 11. 

Table 18 shows the  employment s t a t u s  i n  1960 i n  Dryden 
and r u r a l  Tompkins County. Dryden has a l a r g e r  percentage 
of  unemployed than r u r a l  Tompkins County b u t  113 unemployed 
o u t  o f  a total  l abor  f o r c e  of  2872 is  not  i n d i c a t i v e  of an 
economic problem of  any magnitude. The gene ra l  na tu re  of 
the r eg ion ' s  employment p i c t u r e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  i s  the  
u n s k i l l e d  and farm l a b o r e r s  who make up t h e  unemployed. 
The low employment f i g u r e  f o r  r u r a l  Tompkins County implies  
t h a t  j o b s  are a v a i l a b l e  f o r  most of those who are a b l e  t o  
work. I n  any case t h e r e  is no l a r g e  pool of s u r p l u s  l abor  
i n  the  town of  Dryden. 
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DRYDEN: SUB AREAS ESTABLISHED FOR ANALYSIS O F  CITIZEN 

QUESTIONNAIRE , 1966 

SOURCE : EONER a NIEDERKORN ASSOCIATES INC. 
CITIZEN QUESTIONNAIRE, SPRING, IS66 



TABLE 18: Employment S ta tus  of Persons 14 Years Old and Over f o r  Dryden and Rural Tompkins County, 

DRY DEN RURAL TOMPKINS CO. 
Male Fema le  Total  Male Female Total  

Total  14 years & over 2,533 2,463 4,996 11,757 11,672 23,429 

I n  labor force 
% in Labor torce  

1,924 948 2,872 9,095 4,391 13,486 
76.0% 38.5% 57.4% 77.4% 37.6% 57.6% 

609 1,515 2,124 2,662 7,281 9,943 * Not i n  labor force 

1,920 948 2,868 9,067 4,391 13,458 Civ i l ian  labor force 

Employed 
% civ.  labor force 

Unemployed 
% of c iv .  labor force 

1,848 907* 2,755 8,750 4,254** 13,004 
96.3% 95.7% 96.1% 96.5% 96.9% 96.6% 

72 41 113 
3.8% 4.3% 3.9% 

317 137 454 
3.5% 3.1% 3.4% 

* The category "not i n  labor force" cons is t s  of a l l  persons 14 years  old and over not c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
members of the labor force.  It includes inmates of i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  r e t i r e d  persons, housewives, s tudents ,  
persons unable t o  work because of d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  and o thers  who may have worked without pay less than 
15 hours during the s p e c i f i c  week on a family farm o r  i n  a family business.  
* 74.9% married. 

** 69.6% married. 

Sources: U. S. Census of Population, 1960. 
New York S t a t e  College of Agriculture:  "The People of Tompkins County," Bu l l e t in  No. 62-50. 



A g r i c u  I t  u r e  

T h e  ex ten t  and i n t e n s i t y  of farming i n  Dryden va r i e s  
widely from one area of the town t o  another.  
v iab le  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  are concentrated i n  the 
eas t e rn  port ion of the town. 
cu l tu re  has evolved from pas t  pa t te rns  t h a t  were q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t .  

I n  general ,  

The present  pa t t e rn  of agr i -  

The period from 1860 t o  1900 represented an e r a  of 
high-level  farming i n  Dryden. As s t a t ed  e a r l i e r ,  l ivestock 
and produce were major crops and dairying was the main form 
of ag r i cu l tu re .  Horses were the main source of power, few 
f e r t i l i z e r s  o r  so i l  condi t ioners  were used and the v a r i e t i e s  
of crops and breeds of l ives tock  had much lower production 
potent i a  1s than today. 

The s igni f icance  of d i f fe rences  i n  the capaci ty  of 
land to produce has been g r e a t l y  magnified s ince  1900. With 
the in t roduct ion  of sophis t ica ted  techniques and machinery, 
farmers expected more from t h e i r  land. I f  the land was un- 
ab le  t o  produce competit ively,  i t  was of t en  abandoned fo r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  purposes. I n  essence, t h i s  i s  what has hap- 
pened t o  much of the once-used farm land i n  the town of 
Dryden. 

Since the  turn  of the century,  Dryden has undergone a 
small scale a g r i c u l t u r a l  revolut ion and has become a spec- 
i a l i zed  da i ry  farming area  i n  the Appalachian Upland Dairy 
Region. I n  January 1968, the Tompkins County Agricul tural  
Extension Division reported t h a t  46 commercial da i ry  farms 
and 3 commercial poul t ry  farms were operat ing i n  the town. 
Most of the farms t h a t  have survived past  economic pres- 
sures  a r e  located on the b e t t e r  s o i l s  of the va l leys  and 
lower h i l l s .  Other lands a r e  now used mainly a s  pasture  
or have been abandoned as farm land. Crops ra i sed  a r e  
almost exclusively or ien ted  toward the feeding of l ivestock 

The following a g r i c u l t u r a l  maps show generalized 
farming areas i n  Dryden according t o  i n t e n s i t y  of use. 
I so l a t ed  individual  farms are not i den t i f i ed .  Comparison 
of the two maps shows how farming a c t i v i t y  has changed from 
1959 t o  1968. Boundaries between the various i n t e n s i t i e s  
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DRYDEN: E X T E N T  AND INTENSITY OF F A R M I N G -  1959 

(GENERALIZED - INDIVIDUAL FARMS NOT SHOWN 1 
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DRYDEN: E X T E N T  AND INTENSITY OF F A R M I N G -  1964 

(GENERALIZED - INDIVIDUAL FARMS NOT SHOWN 
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of use correspond g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  topographic and s o i l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the town. I n  gene ra l ,  more i n t e n s i v e  
a c t i v i t y  i s  t o  be found i n  those areas where s o i l  types 
a r e  responsive t o  modern farming methods. 

Acid s o i l s  with s t r o n g  c l a y  l a y e r s  are found i n  the  
southern p a r t  of the town. There are a few narrow v a l l e y s  
i n  the  southern h i l l s  t h a t  con ta in  r e l a t i v e l y  product ive 
s o i l s  b u t  t hese  are o f t e n  c u t  up by streams and swamps. 
The area i n  the  northwestern p a r t  of  the town i s  dominated 
by s o i l s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by low-l ime con ten t  and poor drainage.  
Despite t h e  favorable  topography only a l imi t ed  amount of 
farming is c a r r i e d  on i n  t h i s  area. 
i n  the  town i s  found nor theas t  of the v i l l a g e s  o f  F r e e v i l l e  
and Dryden and most of  the f u l l - t i m e  farms are loca ted  
there .  The land resource i n  t h i s  area is h igh ly  responsive 
and w i l l  support  r e l a t i v e l y  heavy c a p i t a l  investment.  

The b e s t  farm land 

When compared t o  farm a c t i v i t y  throughout the county,  
Drfrden appears  t o  be assuming a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  important 
r o l e .  I n  1950 the  number of farms i n  Dryden r ep resen ted  
16.6 percent  of t he  county t o t a l  and, by 1964, t h i s  had 
increased t o  19.6 percent .  Within the town i t s e l f  t he  
number of farms decreased from 266 i n  1950 t o  150 i n  1964 
(see Table 19) .  I n  terms of o v e r - a l l  farm investment,  
however, a s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  can be seen wi th  the t o t a l  value 
of land and bu i ld ings  i n  1954 est imated a t  $3,603 150 com- 
pared wi th  a n  est imated $3,833,550 value i n  1964.4 During 

‘Census of Agr i cu l tu re ,  1964 and 1959. 
NOTE: To ta l  value of land and b u i l d i n g s  i s  not  broken down 

by town i n  t h i s  pub l i ca t ion .  These f i g u r e s  were ap- 
proximated by mul t ip ly ing  the average value of land 
and b u i l d i n g s  pe r  farm i n  the county by the number 
of farms i n  the  town of Dryden. This technique w a s  
suggested by t h e  S t a t e  Un ive r s i ty  of  New York, Col- 
lege of Agr i cu l tu re ,  Cornel l  Universi ty .  



* TABLE 19: Number of Farms i n  Dryden and ,Other Towns i n  Tompkins County - 1950 t o  1964 

X decrease 
1950 - 1964 TOWNS 1950 1954 1959 1964 

Car0 1 ine  

Danby & Newfield 

142 

322 

111 

261 

82 70 50.7 

165 136 57.8 

Dryden 266 255 192 150 43.6 

Enfield & Ulyssee 283 2 58 215 114 59.7 

Groton 245 2 04 169 155 36.7 

I thaca 

Lansing 
rD 
v 

118 105 65 40 66.1 

248 215 147 102 58.9 

County Tota l  1,662 1,409 1,035 767 

New York S t a t e  124,780 105,7 14 82,356 66,510 46.7 

* 
For the 1959 and 1964 Censuses, a farm w a s  any place of 10 acres  or  more under the cont ro l  of 

one operator  o r  par tnership i f  estimated s a l e s  of ag r i cu l tu ra l  products amounted t o  $50.00 o r  more 
i n  the year.  Also, places of l e s s  than 10 acres  i f  estimated sa l e s  amounted t o  $250 o r  more. 

For the 1950 and 1954 Censuses, a farm was any place of 3 o r  more acres  i f  annual value of 
ag r i cu l tu ra l  products fo r  home use o r  fo r  s a l e  amounted t o  $150 or more. 
than 3 acres  i f  the annual value of s a l e s  of ag r i cu l tu ra l  products amounted to  $150 o r  more. 

Also, places of l e s s  

Source: U. S .  Census of Agricul ture ,  1950, 1954, 1959 and 1964. 



t h i s  same period the  average s i ze  of farms inc reased  from 
136 t o  176 acres i n d i c a t i n g  a t r end  toward c o n s o l i d a t i o n  
of  small farms i n t o  more economically v i a b l e  u n i t s .  

Reta i l  T r a d e  

A nother  i n d i c a t o r  of  Dryden's economic r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  the  I t h a c a  Urban Area i s  found i n  the p a t t e r n  of  r e t a i l  
t r ade  a c t i v i t i e s .  Retai l  t r a d e  accounts  f o r  10.7 percent  
of a l l  employment i n  Dryden and i t  i s  assumed t h a t  many of 
t h e  296 persons employed i n  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  group are employed 
i n  town bus inesses .  

R e t a i l  o u t l e t s  range from small, consumer-shopping 
f a c i l i t i e s  forming community f o c a l  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  two v i l -  
lages and i n  Etna and Varna t o  l a r g e r  s ingle-purpose op- 
e r a t i o n s  such as lumber ya rds  and farm machinery sales and 
an a g r i c u l t u r a l  products  t r a n s f e r  and sales c e n t e r .  Many 
o f ' t h e  r e t a i l  and s e r v i c e  f a c i l i t i e s  are o r i e n t e d  toward 
major highways i n  t h e  town and t h e r e  i s  a mixture of s t o r e s ,  
e a t i n g  and d r i n k i n g  p l aces ,  r e p a i r  shops, e tc . ,  s c a t t e r e d  
a long  Routes 13, 366 and 79. 

The C i t i z e n  Quest ionnaire  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the r e s i d e n t s  
of Dryden purchase most consumer goods with t h e  excep t ion  
of g r o c e r i e s  i n  the r e t a i l  c e n t e r s  of t h e  I t h a c a  urban a r e a  
and not  w i t h i n  the town of Dryden or i n  Cortland. By con- 
t ras t ,  a sample survey of Dryden bus iness  e s t ab l i shmen t s  
d i sc losed  t h a t  l o c a l  merchants f e l t  t h a t  I t h a c a  and Cort- 
land w e r e  e q u a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  l o c a l  shoppers. 
businessmen s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  imposi t ion of  t he  s a l e s  t ax  
i n  Tompkins County had placed Cortland i n  a more competi t ive 
pos i t i on .5  
e a s t e r n  p a r t  of t he  town tended t o  shop i n  Cortland while  
o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  shopped i n  t h e  I t h a c a  area. 

Many 

Some merchants f e l t  t h a t  farmers i n  t h e  north-  

5The C i t i z e n  Quest ionnaire  w a s  completed i n  A p r i l  of  1966 
whi l e  t he  survey of l o c a l  bus inesses  was no t  undertaken u n t i l  
A p r i l  of 1967. The sales tax w a s  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  March of 1967 
which sugges t s  t h a t  l o c a l  bus inesses  may have been unusual ly  
s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  t a x  element a t  t h e  time they were interviewed.  
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Vi l l age  bus inesses  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  s e rve  a market 
area of  approximately 15 miles r a d i u s  and the m a j o r i t y  o f  
businessmen interviewed s t a t e d  t h a t  r e t a i l  a c t i v i t y  was 
a t  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  l e v e l .  Those who d i d  i n d i c a t e  a need 
f o r  more r e t a i l  a c t i v i t y  s t a t e d  t h a t  a good r e s t a u r a n t  
w a s  needed and t h a t  improved merchandising p r a c t i c e s  would 
h e l p  t o  inc rease  bus iness  l o c a l l y .  The bank is  considered 
t o  be a n  important asset and a n  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  p o t e n t i a l  
shoppers. The bank's p o s i t i o n  becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m -  
p o r t a n t  f o r  weekend shopping as  i t  is  the only banking 
f a c i l i t y  in '  t he  area which i s  open on Saturday. 

I n  gene ra l ,  bus iness  c e n t e r s  i n  the  v i l l a g e s  of 
Dryden and F r e e v i l l e  adequately se rve  convenience shopping 
needs while  some s c a t t e r e d  s t o r e s  i n  the  town and those 
i n  I t h a c a  and Cortland provide a wider v a r i e t y  of goods 
and s e r v i c e s  f o r  more ex tens ive  shopping. While shopping 
p a t t e r n s  may have changed s l i g h t l y  as  a r e s u l t  of t he  
s a l e s  tax i n  Tompkins County i n d i c a t o r s  suggest  t h a t  most 
shopping i s  s t i l l  done i n  the  I t h a c a  urban area. 

l n d u s t  ry 

T h e r e  are no l a r g e  i n d u s t r i e s  l oca t ed  i n  the town of 
Dryden a t  p re sen t .  I t  should be noted, however, t h a t  a 
l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  and warehousing a r e a  i s  developing around 
the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Routes 13 and 366 e a s t  of the hamlet 
of  Varna. The development of t h i s  a r e a  has been r ap id  
fol lowing t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t he  Route 13 a r t e r i a l  and 
the  l o c a t i o n  of the New York S t a t e  E l e c t r i c  and Gas head- 
q u a r t e r s  on the  sou theas t  co rne r  of the i n t e r s e c t i o n .  
Since 1964, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the E l e c t r i c  & Gas f a c i l i t y ,  
the a r e a  has  a t t r a c t e d  a p r i n t i n g  p l a n t ,  indoor and out-  
door s t o r a g e  f ac i l i t i e s ,  e l e c t r o n i c  equipment sales and 
s e r v i c e ,  plumbing and h e a t i n g  s u p p l i e s  s a l e s  and s t o r a g e ,  
and several o t h e r  warehousing f a c i l i t i e s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the development of l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  
along Route 13, t he  southwest co rne r  of  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  
f ac ing  Route 366 has  been developed as a d in ing ,  dancing 
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and en te r t a inmen t  a r e a  c a t e r i n g  t o  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  and 
young a d u l t s .  

Since t h i s  area o f f e r s  a v a i l a b l e  vacant  land,  v i s i b i l i t y  
and access t o  a major highway, i t  i s  reasonable  t o  assume 
t h a t  t h e  expansion of these  types of l i g h t  i n d u s t r i a l  and 
warehousing a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  cont inue.  The more i n t e n s i v e  
i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  region,  however, i s  developing 
i n  the  South Cortland area a d j a c e n t  t o  Route 281. 


